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Overview

•Vowels and consonants

•Syllables

•Prefixes, root words and suffixes

• Tricky endings



Vowels and consonants

a e i o u
y can act as a vowel too!

company
fry

syllable
happy



y oh y…

myth

gym

pyramid

syllable

Egypt

mystery

crystal

lyrics



ou
young

double

trouble

touch

country

tough

rough

enough

cousin

nourish

could

house

mouse

amount

shoulder

boulder

group

soup



Vowels and consonants

Short vowel sounds

hat

fell

sit

hop

cut

Long vowel sounds

hate

feel

site

hope

cute



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

colour

hospital

obviously

imagination



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

col our

hospital

obviously

imagination



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

col our

hos pit al

obviously

imagination



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

col our

hos pit al

ob vi ous ly

imagination



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

col our

hos pit al

ob vi ous ly

im a gin a tion



Syllables – the ‘beat’ in each word

time

col our

hos pit al

ob vi ous ly

im a gin a tion

Each syllable needs 
a vowel sound!



Stress the first 
syllable

Stress the second 
syllable

conduct
contest
present
progress

rebel

conduct
contest
present
progress

rebel



Stressing second syllable → double last letter before 
adding suffix

forget/forgot
begin
prefer

forgetting/forgotten
beginning/beginner

preferred

Stressing first syllable → DON’T double last letter before 
adding suffix

garden
limit

gardening/gardener
limiting/limited



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

help



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

help ful



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

help fulun



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

unhelpful



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

respect



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

disrespect



Prefixes, root words and suffixes

prefix
root 
word

suffix

disrespectful



un dis mis
not not, opposite of wrong

Unzip
Unwell
Unhappy
Untidy

Unpopular
unable

Disable
Disappear
Disinfect
displace

Misplace
Mistake

misbehave

appear behave zip well

tidy able own infect

popular happy take place



illegible 
illogical
illiterate
immature
immoral 
imperfect 
impossible
impractical
inaccurate 
inexpensive 
incomplete
irresponsible 
irrelevant 
irregular 
irrational 



re sub

inter anti

super auto

again or back

between or 
among

above

under

against

self, own



sure/ture

sure ture cher

measure
treasure
pleasure
enclosure
exposure

creature
furniture
picture
nature

adventure
mixture

teacher
catcher
richer

stretcher
researcher



ion endings

tion sion ssion cian

(all nouns)
action

condition
addition

population
solution
station

collide
decide

comprehend
infuse

persuade
explode
televise

discuss
confess
obsess
possess
recess
profess
process

optician 
politician 
musician 

beautician 
dietician

electrician 
technician 
statistician 
physician 
magician



ion endings

tion sion ssion cian

(all nouns)
action

condition
addition

population
solution
station

collision
decision

comprehension
infusion

persuasion
explosion
television

discussion
confession
obsession
possession
recession
profession
procession

optician 
politician 
musician 

beautician 
dietician

electrician 
technician 
statistician 
physician 
magician



i before e…

I before e except after c when the sound is ‘ee’…
or when sounded like ‘ay’ as in weigh…

The weight of eight foreign neighbours



Contractions

original form contracted 
form

original form contracted 
form

it is it’s he had; 
he would

he’d

she is she’s I shall; I will I’ll

who is who’s you will you’ll

I am I’m who will who’ll

you are you’re is not isn’t

we are we’re has not hasn’t

they are they’re cannot can’t

I have I’ve could not couldn’t

we have we’ve will not won’t

would have would’ve did not didn’t



ce or se?

Noun Verb

practice
device
licence
advice

practise
devise
license
advise



Sounds like sh Sounds like ck
chef

chauffeur
machine

chalet
champagne

charade
chef

crochet

ache
anchor
chaos
chorus
echo

stomach
architect
mechanic



gue que
fatigue
vague
plague

dialogue
league

mosque
plaque

grotesque
unique
antique



sc
ascend
descend
discipline
crescent

fascination
science
scene

scissors



Homophones



Homophones



Homophones











Strategies



Strategies





Sensory spelling


